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By NDSU Agriculture Communication 
Have you ever wondered about the agronomic and environmental benefits of 

cover cropping? Or have you considered planting cover crops in your operation 
but are unsure where to start?

North Dakota State University Extension will host cover crops field days at 
three locations on Sept. 10, 11 and 12. The dates, locations and links to detailed 
information are:

- Sept. 10 in Minot at the North Central Research Extension Center - ndsu.
ag/covercropsncrec

- Sept. 11 in Dickinson at the Dickinson Research Extension Center - ndsu.
ag/covercropsdrec

- Sept. 12 in Williston at the Williston Research Extension Center - ndsu.ag/
covercropswrec

“These cover crop field days offer farmers a unique opportunity to learn how 

cover crops affect soil health and about the latest NDSU cover crop research,” 
says Victor Gomes, NDSU Extension cropping systems specialist at the Dickinson 
Research Extension Center. “We look forward to connecting with local farmers 
and answering their questions.”

The field days will begin at 9:30 a.m. local time with registration, coffee and 
donuts. A series of talks will follow, covering various topics related to cover crops. 
The sessions will highlight the agronomic, economic and environmental benefits 
of cover cropping, along with cost-sharing opportunities for farmers and a tour of 
research plots.

Lunch will be provided and continuing education unit (CEU) credits will be 
offered. Registration for the field days is encouraged by Sept. 6. To register, email 
Cristin Heidecker at cristin.heidecker@ndsu.edu or call 701-456-1100.

The field days are made possible by the Farmers for Soil Health program.

The field days will highlight the agronomic, economic and environmental benefits of cover cropping, along with cost-sharing opportunities for farmers 
and a tour of research plots. (NDSU photo)

NDSU Extension Cover Crops Field 
Days Set for Sept. 10-12

NDSU Extension will host cover crops field days at three locations on Sept. 10, 11 and 12.
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Serving Farm & Ranch Tire Needs For Over 60 Years!

• On-The-Farm & In-The-Field Tire Service
• Quality Firestone Tractor & Implement Tires

\ Straight Talk
\ Honest Service
\ Fair Prices

1601 S. Central • Sidney, MT | 433-3858 (After-Hours Call Forwarding To Service Rep) | Mon-Fri: 7am - 5:30pm • Sat: 7am - 12pm

IN-THE-FIELD
FARM TIRE
SERVICE

WE’RE READY TO 
SERVE YOU!
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Consider Options For Pregnancy Diagnosis In Beef Cattle
Each pregnancy detection method has unique benefits and disadvantages.

The best method of pregnancy checking in cattle will depend on the desired 
timing of detection after breeding, the labor required, the availability of 
trained professionals, and what information is needed for the management 
system. (NDSU photo)

By NDSU Agriculture Communication
The profitability of any business is crucial, and livestock production is no dif-

ferent. With most revenue originating from the sale of calves produced, retaining 
non-pregnant cows in a cow-calf operation is hard to justify. Therefore, this time 
of year is traditionally pregnancy detection season.

“Cattle producers have or soon will be removing bulls from their spring-calving 
cow herds, bookending another breeding season, and will need to identify which 
cows will calve next year before winter feed resources are allocated,” says Lacey 
Quail, North Dakota State University Extension livestock management specialist.  

Quail recommends ranchers compare several pregnancy detection options 
to determine the best fit for their herd management program, as each option has 
unique benefits and disadvantages. Factors include cost, timing, training required 
and completeness of the information gained.

Expense
Cost is the first consideration for many producers when deciding the best way 

to diagnose pregnancy in their herds. Quail recommends producers assess cost 
along with accuracy, result timeline, and completeness of the method used. For 
example, monitoring estrus behavior in the herd after breeding is very affordable; 
however, this method carries considerable opportunity cost. Observing cattle for 
estrus behavior is time-consuming and potentially inaccurate due to the individu-
ality of estrous cycles and the impacts of nutrition, lactation and environment on 
cyclicity in cattle. Additionally, with estrus detection, the result is simple: pregnant 
or open. This method provides no other valuable information regarding fetal age 
or sex. On the other hand, techniques such as transrectal palpation or ultrasound 
are more comprehensive, but more expensive.

Timing
Pregnancy detection requires logistical planning as cows may be on summer 

pasture without handling facilities, or the area veterinarian may have limited avail-
ability, among other considerations. Specific methods may align better with the 
production timeline. For instance, transrectal ultrasound and blood antigen tests 
can diagnose pregnancy as soon as 28 days after the last possible breeding date, 
whereas diagnosing pregnancy by transrectal palpation requires a little more time 
(typically around 40 or more days after breeding). While blood antigen tests are 
accurate early in gestation, they do not give an immediate result, as it takes time 
to run the samples. Thus, cattle must be resorted after performing the test, which 
can be a deterrent due to labor demands.

“If feed resources or cattle handling facilities are limiting factors, it is important 
to know when each pregnancy detection method can be performed,” Quail says. 
“Retaining and feeding cows is costly, and opting for earlier detection is often 
beneficial so that open cows can be marketed earlier.”

Training
Each pregnancy detection method requires varying levels of training or exper-

tise. Quail acknowledges the importance of this factor, as trained professionals 
are often few and far between in many remote areas devoted to cattle production. 
The detection of estrus and blood antigen tests both require very minimal, if any, 
training. They are accomplished by visual observation or simply drawing a blood 
sample. Both methods can be very convenient options for operations that may 
not have access to trained professionals. As a trade-off, these methods are not 
as comprehensive as those requiring more extensive training. Ranchers should 
consider how the timeline and expense of these methods may fit into their man-
agement plan.

Completeness 
Observing for estrus behavior and testing for pregnancy-specific factors with 

a blood antigen test are the least comprehensive methods of pregnancy detec-
tion. There is little reliable information for producers to gain aside from whether a 
female is pregnant or open. In some operations, that may be all that is necessary; 
however, in others, it is essential to know if cattle are carrying a calf sired by ar-
tificial insemination or natural service, the predicted calving date, or whether to 
expect a bull or heifer calf at calving. Rectal palpation or ultrasound are the most 
comprehensive options for answering these questions.

Fetal age is valuable information, Quail says. In operations utilizing synchroni-
zation and fixed-time artificial insemination, it is common for natural service sires 
to be introduced to the cow herd around 10 days after artificial insemination. In 
this case, distinguishing pregnancies by artificial insemination from natural ser-
vice is a breeze with palpation or ultrasound. Determining an accurate fetal age 
can also be helpful for producers to concentrate labor during their calving season 
and identify females that conceived late in the breeding season as potential cull 
animals. In these situations, a more accurate fetal age determined by palpation 
or ultrasound is necessary. Pieces of the puzzle that can only be determined by 
ultrasound are fetal heartbeat and fetal sex. If early embryonic loss (no detection 
of fetal heartbeat) is in question, or females need to be sorted by those carrying 
bull or heifer calves, ultrasound is the only option.

“Every operation that raises beef cattle can benefit from pregnancy diagnosis; 
however, the method used can vary from herd to herd,” Quail says. “To find the 
most cost-effective method for your operation, consider how soon after breeding 
you need to detect pregnancy, the labor required, the availability of trained pro-
fessionals, and the information you need to gain for your management system.”

For more information, including a table comparing each option for pregnancy 
diagnosis in cattle, visit ndsu.ag/preg-check.
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FOR SALE
Grain Elevator Storage & 

Loading Facility in Sidney, MT

Listed at: $1,200,000

Property Description
• Lot Size: +/- 2.3 acres
• 388,488 Bushel Storage
• 62 Car Rail Accommodation
• Train & Truck Loading 

Capability
• 7200 Sq Ft Warehouse
• Additional On-Site Storage

Highlights
• Exceptional Location
• Well Cared for Property
• Immediate Availability
• Strong Ag Community
• Property Tours Available

406-482-4480 | www.beagleproperties.com
120 2nd Ave. SW • Sidney, MT

Mon-Fri: 9am - 5pm • Sat & Sun By Appointment W W W . H O R I Z O N R E S O U R C E S . C O O P

Secure your propane supply before winter with 
Horizon Resources’ Summer Fill Program.
Enjoy summer rates and reliable service.

Don’t Wait – Act Now!
Call 701-572-2171 OPT 1

LOCK IN LOW 
PROPANE 

RATES NOW!



Ledger Area 
Additional induction hardening 
provides longer wear-sharp surface 
for increased cutting efficiency.

CASE IH SECTIONS:
Back Hardened 
Back edge is hardened to 49 – 54 
Rockwell hardness to increase 
wear life and eliminate the need 
for frequent adjustments.

Zinc Coating 
Has the same strength and 
appearance as chrome, but  
offers superior rust protection  
and, most importantly, uses a  
hex-free process that doesn’t  
involve pollutants.

Serrations 
Top-serrated design of crop 
preparation sections directs flow 
of material across serrations, 
sharpening the teeth as you cut. 
On grain head sections, a special 
design root serration prevents 
excessive wear across the top.

CASE IH EXCLUSIVE!
Trash Bar
Undergoes an additional  
induction-hardened process  
to help withstand wear  
from friction of crop, sand  
and debris.

CASE IH GUARDS:
Back Bar
Specially heat-treated to  
53 – 63 Rockwell hardness to 
reduce premature wear between 
the guard and the section.

Material
Modified, high-carbon steel 
is hardened through before 
induction hardening, which offers 
superior strength compared to 
surface treatments.

Material
Made from shot-blasted 1080 
high-carbon steel to deliver  
superior strength and wear life.

(Side view)

WHAT WORKS TOGETHER, 
WEARS TOGETHER.

TWO SUPERIOR PARTS. ONE UNBEATABLE SYSTEM.
There’s a reason why Case IH cutting parts continue to set the industry standard. Our guards and 
sections are designed to be superior on their own, but when used together, you’ve got a cutting system 
that performs better and lasts longer than anything else. Fewer repairs and replacements. More time  
and savings. That’s the Case IH cutting system advantage.

Ask us about genuine Case IH cutting parts.

Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. CNH Industrial Genuine Parts is a trademark in the 
United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.   www.caseih.com

MRC

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT, INC.
2429 W HOLLY STREET
SIDNEY, MT 59270
406-488-4400
www.tri-cnty.com
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Be On The Lookout For 
Palmer Amaranth & 
Waterhemp

By Marley Voll, MSU Richland County Extension
Now is a good time to be on the lookout for any suspi-

cious pigweeds that could potentially be Palmer amaranth 
or waterhemp. Both species are very difficult to control and 
have limited management options, making prevention as well 
as early detection very important. 

Vectors of potential introduction of Palmer amaranth and 
waterhemp include contaminated seed, especially millet, farm 
equipment, sunflower screenings, bird seed, and more. Be 
sure to scout areas where these vectors could potentially 
introduce Palmer amaranth or waterhemp. Look for large 
pigweeds that have a long, thin seed head at the top. 

Early detection and rapid response are key to preventing 
and controlling these weeds. For resources to help identify 
Palmer amaranth and waterhemp or if you find a pigweed that 
is suspicious, please contact the Richland County Extension 
Office at 406-433-1206. 

Randy Searer 
Benefit Auction 
Sept. 18 

A *Calf Roll-Over Auction* will be held Sept. 18 at the 
Sidney Livestock Market Center at 1 p.m. for Randy Searer.

Randy Searer started retaining water in April 2024. He 
wasn’t feeling his best and thought for the first time ever “hey, 
maybe I should see a doctor.” His first stop on his journey was 
to the emergency room at Billings Clinic. Here, through lots 
of visits, tests and a good team of doctors, he was diagnosed 
with end stage liver failure. Billings Clinic quickly hooked him 
up with a doctor and transplant center in Denver.

On Tuesday, Aug. 20, Randy went to the emergency room 
in Sidney as he was not feeling well, and he was airlifted to 
Denver. On Monday Aug. 26, his team of doctors were able 
to perform the final heart test he needed to get cleared for the 
possibility of a transplant. The test results came back posi-
tive, and Randy officially got word that he has been placed 
on a transplant list. He is living under his old saying “never 
weaken”, and we sure are proud of the fight he is giving. 
The donations from this fundraiser will go towards Randy’s 
medical and travel expenses to help alleviate financial costs 
as his medical journey to a new liver continues.

Donations of any size will be accepted.
A donation account for Randy has been set up at Richland 

Federal Credit Union in Sidney, MT. 
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Amy and Ira Lake are looking forward to serving up tasty breakfasts and lunches, plus mouth-watering 
baked goods at the new Cattlemen’s Cafe at the Sidney Livestock Market Center, Sidney. 

Lakes To Open Cattlemen’s Cafe In Sidney
By Dianne Swanson

They’ve talked about it for years and now 
Ira and Amy Lake are taking the plunge into 
the restaurant business. “We’ve talked about it 
over the years, ever since the M&M closed. We 
wanted to get back into the restaurant business 
but with a smaller venue. Then we started won-
dering who was going to take over the sale yard. 
And here we are. This is ideal,” Ira explained. 
They hope to have the Cattlemen’s Cafe at 
Sidney Livestock Market Center open by Aug. 
27. It’s a natural fit for Ira whose grandparents 
Martin and Myrtle Lake, then his parents Martin 
(Bud) and Marilyn, owned the M&M Cafe. Amy’s 
mouth-watering baking and strong work ethic 
play perfectly into the mix.

From dark to light, the restaurant has under-
gone a transformation, beginning with windows! 
New ceilings and flooring, lighting, counter tops 
and furnishings create a welcoming setting 
for diners while the completely remodeled, 
state-of-the-art kitchen and prep areas provide 
efficient, comfortable spaces to prepare deli-
cious food. Clyde Madison and Paul Fifer have 
done an amazing job with the remodel, along 
with Prairie Electric, Olson Plumbing, Big Sky 
Siding and Windows, Rim Rock Cabinets and 
Frontier Heating.

Cattlemen’s Cafe will serve up breakfast 
and lunch from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday 
through Sunday. The M&M’s famous roast beef 
dinner will be on the menu as well as Marilyn’s 
yummy pancakes. Using many of the M&M’s 
tasty recipes, Amy will be baking home-made 
pies (including sour cream raisin) and cakes 
(including Marilyn’s delicious chocolate cake) 
plus cinnamon and caramel rolls. Be sure to 
check out the daily lunch specials as well. Whole 
cakes and pies will be for sale but pre-orders 
are encouraged. Call 406-433-CAFE (2233).

It is important to Lakes to promote local and 
use as much as they can in their cafe. They 
are partnering with Yellowstone River Beef in 
Williston to provide local hamburger and Grains 
of Montana in Billings for local bread products. 
Craig’s Meats famous jerky will also be for sale 
to help get through long sale days.

If all goes well, Cattlemen’s Cafe will wel-
come diners on Aug. 27. Check their Facebook 
page for updates and daily specials.

“We hope to see you soon!” Ira exclaimed.



When every pound matters, feed the supplement proven 
to provide more gain for less cost.

NUTRA-LIX LIQUID FEED SUPPLEMENT

The Proven Weaning ProgramThe Proven Weaning Program

Call Mon-Kota, Inc.,
your trusted local Nutra-Lix Dealer D

www.Mon-Kota.com c www.NutraLix.com c or find us on Facebook!

701-844-5300

GROWN 
LOCAL

We have been serving the unique needs of ag producers 
in the MonDak for  generations. We understand the 
challenges they face. As Montana’s largest ag bank, we 
make decisions locally, meeting the needs of producers, 
like you, who take on these challenges day in and day 
out. Come experience the difference.

Montana’s Brand of Banking
Member FDIC  |  Equal Housing Lender

WADE 
WHITEMAN

HANNA 
JEPSEN
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Fall Bird Migration Is Tme To Reimplement Biosecurity Protocols
Review and implement biosecurity protocols to reduce disease transmission from 

migrating wild birds to domestic flocks.
By NDSU Agriculture Communication

Fall bird migration has begun, and now is the time 
to review and reimplement biosecurity protocols to 
reduce disease transmission from wild to domestic 
birds.

Highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) is a 
disease carried by wild birds that can affect domestic 
birds. Avian influenza is caused by the influenza Type 
A virus (influenza A). The virus is shed in the feces 
and respiratory secretions of infected birds and is 
able to survive for weeks in cool, damp environments.

Migration can be followed via BirdCast (https://
birdcast.info/), an online real-time migration predic-
tion tool.

NDSU Extension specialists have prepared a list 
of guidelines and resources for reducing transmission 
of HPAI from wildlife to domestic birds:

If possible, keep poultry housed until the risk for 
transmission has decreased. Non-lethal methods to 
deter wildlife are available on the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Wildlife Service’s nonlethal initiative 
webpage: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife-ser-
vices/about/nonlethal.

Reduce the attractiveness for wildlife to stop 
at your place by cleaning up litter and spilled feed 
around your domestic flock housing.

If you come in contact with or handle wildlife, 
change into clean clothes, wash your hands and 
disinfect your footwear prior to contact with domestic 
flocks.

Report sick or deceased wildlife to the North Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment at https://bit.ly/mortality-report.

 In the event you need to handle or dispose of carcasses to reduce potential 
interactions, be sure to follow the appropriate procedures: ndsu.ag/hpai.

“The best defense against HPAI is having a biosecurity plan in place,” says 
Mary Keena, NDSU Extension livestock environmental management specialist. 
“It is your job as a flock owner to create a line of separation between your clean 
flock and the potential unclean issues that wildlife or visitors may bring.”

More information about biosecurity can be found on the USDA Defend the Flock 
Resource Center webpage: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/
avian/defend-the-flock.

To reduce transmission between domestic flocks:
Keep your distance. Restrict access to your property and your flock. Allow 

contact from people who care for your birds but minimize visitors.
Do not haul disease home. If you have been near other poultry or bird owners, 

such as at feed stores, clean and disinfect car and truck tires. New birds should 
be kept separate from your flock for at least 30 days.

Do not borrow disease from your neighbor. Do not share lawn and garden 
equipment, tools or bird supplies with your neighbor or other flock owners.

With birds on the move, fall hunting season is just around the corner.
“If you hunt and have poultry, do not wear hunting clothes in with your poultry,” 

says Miranda Meehan, NDSU Extension livestock environmental stewardship 
specialist. “Infected birds shed bird flu viruses in their saliva, mucous and feces.”

The North Dakota Department of Game and Fish suggests the following steps 
be taken to reduce the risk of infection:

Do not handle game that is found dead or appears to be sick.
Do not eat, drink or smoke while cleaning game, and avoid contamination of 

your eyes, mouth, nose, or any open cuts or sores with blood or other fluids from 
game that you are cleaning.

Wash hands, cleaning utensils and other surfaces with soap and hot water 
immediately after cleaning game.

Strains of HPAI have been detected in both wild and domestic mammals across 
the United States. Most often, these cases occur in predatory mammals known to 
consume wild birds. While the transmission rate from animals to humans is low, it 
is a zoonotic disease. To date, cases have been restricted to individuals working 
in close contact with infected poultry or livestock.

“Poultry testing positive for HPAI are prohibited by law from entering the 
marketplace,” says Miranda Meehan, NDSU Extension livestock environmental 
stewardship specialist. “Poultry and poultry products are safe to eat, and proper 
handling and cooking is always advised.”

To date, there have been no positive HPAI cases in domestic poultry or birds 
in North Dakota in 2024. Report sick birds to your local veterinarian. If you do not 
have a local veterinarian for your flock, contact the North Dakota State Veterinar-
ian’s office at 701-328-2655.

Hunters and poultry owners should be aware of the risk of HPAI in wildlife and use measures to prevent 
transmission to domestic poultry flocks. (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services photo)



Always assume  
downed lines are

If a vehicle or farm equipment 
contacts a power line or utility 
pole, stay away and call 911.

• Downed power lines can energize the ground up 
to 35 feet away. Even more in wet conditions.

• Never drive over downed power lines or through 
water that is in contact with them.

• Never try to move a downed power line.

• If you see a downed line, call 911.

• Consider all lines to be live and dangerous.

• Stay in place or inside your vehicle unless you 
see fire or smoke.

• Warn others to stay at least 35 feet away.

• Tell others not to approach vehicle, downed 
lines, or anything that may be in contact with 
downed lines.

• Call 911

energizedenergized

In the event of fire or smoke

stay away
and call 911

• Do not touch the ground  
and vehicle at the same time.

• Jump from vehicle with your feet together.

• Shuffle away, avoid lifting your feet.

If a vehicle contacts a power line  
or utility pole...
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FOR SALE | PC RANCH

406.690.1615
jeff.mckinney@whitetailproperties.com 

406.480.1190 
meredith.mckinney@whitetailproperties.com

JEFF & MEREDITH MCKINNEY
EASTERN MONTANA 
LAND SPECIALISTS 

FALLON COUNTY | 5,736 ACRES±

Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC DBA Whitetail Properties, DBA Whitetail Properties Real Estate. Licensed in MT - Aaron Milliken, Broker.

W H I T E T A I L P R O P E R T I E S . C O M
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Mobile Radios
• 50 to 110 watts • 16 to 127 channels
• small & easy 
    to use

“Your communication headquarters” 

Call Justin Today At...

Mobile & Hand-Held Radios
Just North of McDonald’s • Sidney, MT | 406-433-1659 • Toll Free: 1-866-433-1659

Get Your Radios Ready For Harvest Time!

Authorized

Dealer

Handhelds
NX1200

Handheld 5 watts w/scan
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Corbin Steinbeisser Sidney 4-H Senior
By Katelyn 
Sponheim 

In between running 
a tractor, feed truck, or 
managing livestock while 
working on his parent’s 
farm and ranch opera-
tion, Corbin Steinbeisser 
manages to raise a qual-
ity 4-H steer, and helps 
his younger siblings with 
theirs, as much as they 
allow him to, that is. In 
his first year of showing, 
he won Reserve in Novice 
Showmanship with his 
market steer, so he cer-
tainly knows how to get 
one in the winner’s circle. 
Maintaining a reliable 
feed schedule and lots 
of time are his keys to a 
good animal to present at 
the Richland County Fair.

The son of Jim and 
MayAnn Steinbeisser, 

Sidney. Corbin also en-
joys shooting sports and 
woodworking projects. 

He earned Best of 
Fair with a potato battery 
several years ago, and 
last year won Judges 
Choice for his display of 
different shotgun ammu-
nitions and their uses. 
Two years ago, Corbin 
attended 4-H Congress 
after winning his division 
at Richland County 4-H 
Speech and Demonstra-
tion Day, and greatly en-
joyed the experience. He 
and other 4-H members 
were able to observe a 
cannulated cow; which is 
a cow that has a surgically 
installed port-hole device 
through which their stom-
ach can be studied. The 
dance was also a high-
light of his Congress trip.

Corbin in the past 
has competed on the 
Richland County 4-H 
Livestock Judging Team, 
and in his time on it they 
won the Keith Steinbeiss-
er Memorial Livestock 
Judging.

Montana State Uni-
versi ty,  Bozeman, is 
Corbin’s destination this 
coming fall, with a de-
gree in farm and ranch 
management in mind. 
He hopes his years in 
4-H have him well-pre-
pared for the courses 
and knows the value of 
Parliamentary Procedure 
in future leadership roles. 
He would like to even-
tually join the Montana 
Stockgrowers Association 
and plans to continue his 
(family’s ranch and farm 
operation.

Corbin Steinbeisser with his steer for the Richland County Fair. It is the result of 
crossing a Black Angus/Hereford cow on a Charolais bull. (Submitted photo)
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Stockman Bank Announces 
$10,000 Matching Donation 
For Remington Fire Relief Fund

(Miles City) - Stockman Bank has set up a fire relief fund with a $10,000 match-
ing grant to assist those affected by the massive Remington fire, which started in 
Wyoming last week and has now crossed the state line into southeastern Montana.

“Damage from the Remington Fire has been devastating. Many in the area 
have lost land and livestock,” stated Brian Cooley, Stockman Eastern Montana 
regional manager. “As Montana’s largest ag bank, we need to do what we can to 
help our neighbors who have lost much of their livelihood to this fire, as well as 
support the firefighters, many from rural volunteer fire departments.”

The Remington Fire Relief Fund will be used to provide needed assistance 
to those impacted by the fire in Rosebud, Powder River and Big Horn counties. 
Donations to this account will be administered and distributed by Rosebud County 
Cattle Women in conjunction with the Rosebud County Foundation. 

How to Donate
To donate to the fire relief fund, please stop by any Stockman Bank location 

or mail to Stockman Bank, c/o The Remington Fire Relief Fund, PO Box 250, 
Miles City, MT, 59301-0250. Stockman will match all contributions made to the 
fund up to a total of $10,000 through Dec. 31, 2024. Please join us in helping our 
neighbors in southeastern Montana.

Montana Stockgrowers 
Foundation Now 
Accepting Donations 
For Remington Fire In 
Southeastern Montana

By Raylee Honeycutt
Montana Stockgrowers Foundation

Helena, MT – The Montana Stockgrowers Foundation (MSF) is now accepting 
donations for its Wildfire Relief Fund which benefits Montana livestock producers 
affected by fires. Currently, donations are focused on the Remington Fire in south-
eastern Montana, which as of last Tuesday morning has grown to over 196,000 
acres.

In addition to financial support, which is the most 
immediate need, the Wildfire Relief Fund page also 
offers a form that can be filled out for in-kind donations 
like hay, feed, pasture, fencing supplies, etc. In-kind 
donation submissions will be forwarded to local co-
ordinators to facilitate deliveries. Tuesday morning, 
Montana Stockgrowers staff attended a local coordi-
nation meeting in Forsyth to learn more about needs 
and will be working closely with local coordinator to 
distribute funds and supplies.

“The Remington Fire has had devastating effects 
on ranchers in the region that will be felt for many 
years.” MSF Chair Ty McDonald shared. “The Mon-
tana Stockgrowers Foundation is here to support our 
friends and fellow ranchers in southeastern Montana 
as they rebuild and recover after this natural disaster.”

Local emergency coordinators are needing live-
stock producers who have experienced loss to submit 
reports. Ranchers in Rosebud County can compile a 
list of losses and send them to kraymond@rosebud-
countymt.com. Producers in Big Horn and Powder 
River counties will have contacts established shortly. 
Check back at the MSF website for those contact 
updates.

The Montana Stockgrowers Foundation ensures 
the future of Montana’s cattle industry through edu-
cation, leadership, and conservation. Those wishing 
to donate to the fund can visit www.mtbeeffoundation.
org or can contact Heidi Kool at the MSF office at 
(406) 442-3420 to make a donation over the phone 
or ask questions.



Your Total Source  
of Irrigation Expertise 

 

Just like regular oil changes are important to keep your car running 
smoothly, off-season maintenance of your irrigation machines helps 
ensure long and efficient life, and reduces downtime when you need 
them most.
 •  Pivot Point/Incoming Power Checks 
 •  Spans/Alignment Checks 
 •  Drive Unit Checks

DA1576

valleyirrigation.com | agriindustries.com

Winter Service Special 
    $80 per Drive Unit
    $90 per Corner Arm
    Add $75 per Drive Unit for Complete Oil Change
    10% Discount On All Parts Used For Maintenance Check  
             (mileage additional)

The benefits of off-season maintenance:

Sidney, MT  
1775 S Central Ave 
406.488.8066

Billings, MT
2639 Belknap Ave 
406.248.4418

Miles City, MT 
2106 S Haynes Ave 
406.234.2309

Williston, ND 
3105 2nd St W 
701.572.0767

Powell, WY 
863 Road 8 
307.754.7204

"Helping our farmers  
and ranchers for over  
40 years."
Licensed in MT, ND, WY

Agri Industries Offers 
These Services:

• Valley® Pivot Sales • Installation Services & Parts
• Floating Irrigation Pumps • Installation & Repair
• Electrical • Pipelines • Heating & Cooling
• Water Well Drilling & Well Maintainence • Full Parts Counter
• Plumbing • Trenching • Boring • Directional Drilling

“We Can Do It All! 
No Subs Needed.”

www.agriindustries.com
Licensed in MT, ND & WY

Sidney, MT ............................. 1775 S Central Ave ... 406-488-8066
Billings, MT .............................. 2639 Belknap Ave ... 406-248-4418
Miles City, MT ........................2106 S Haynes Ave ... 406-234-2309
Williston, ND .................................3105 2nd St W ... 701-572-0767
Powell, WY .........................................863 Road 8 ... 307-754-7204
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Marett Schieber;  
This Year’s 4-H Senior

By Katelyn 
Sponheim 

Maret t  Sch ieber, 
one of Richland Coun-
ty’s graduating senior 
4-H members, knows the 
power of consistency. 
In her novice years, she 
earned the title for the 
Richland County Fair’s 
Grand Champion Mar-
ket Hog, but overall is 
extremely proud to have 
always been “in the blue” 
with her ribbons.

Starting with lambs, 
Maret t  had her own 
breeding ewe group at 
one point but has since 
moved onto steers and 
has shown them for the 
last 7 years. This year, 

she will have a market 
steer and possibly a 
breeding heifer to show at 
the Richland County Fair.

The daughter  o f 
Gary and Laura Schie-
ber, Marett is also a 4-H 
Ambassador and Junior 
Leader. She competes 
on the Richland County 
4-H Livestock Judging 
Team, and one of her high 
points was qualifying at 
4-H Congress for the Na-
tional Western Livestock 
Show in Denver, CO. She 
has also competed with 
her teammates at open 
livestock judging compe-
titions, recently winning 
the Richland County Live-
stock Judging. Last Oc-

tober, the team won the 
NILE Livestock Judging 
Competition in Billings, 
with Marett placing 8th 
individually.

Outside of livestock, 
Marett enjoys sewing and 
quilting, and has complet-
ed three quilts throughout 
her years in 4-H. She will 
be entering a t-shirt quilt 
as her indoor project for 
the fair.

After graduation, Ma-
rett plans on attending 
Northwest College, Pow-
ell, WY, and will continue 
to compete on their live-
stock judging team while 
working towards a degree 
in ag business.

Marett Schieber with her 2023 Richland County Fair steer. (Submitted photo)
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The Steer-A-Year program in the MSU College of Agriculture, gives students hands-on experience raising cattle and 
allows them to learn about marketing and beef science in real time.

Steer-A-Year Opens Donation Period 
For 2024-25 Academic Year

From the MSU News Service
BOZEMAN — Montana State University’s Steer-A-Year program will return 

for the 2024-25 academic year and is seeking donations of young cattle and feed.
A program housed in the College of Agriculture’s Department of Animal and 

Range Sciences, Steer-A-Year combines academic courses with hands-on experi-
ence and exposes students to the many aspects of raising cattle. Students spend 
the year feeding, caring for and managing steers through the winter and spring, 
collecting data on feed efficiency and weight gain, and studying livestock marketing.

“This unique program has been providing students with the opportunity to 
gain practical, real-life skills for 10 years now,” said Hannah DelCurto-Wyffels, 
an associate teaching professor in the department and the Steer-A-Year adviser. 
“Offering these experiences in a guided, structured way makes the process more 
approachable, and watching students become more confident and knowledgeable 
is so rewarding. They are preparing themselves so well for future careers in the 
livestock industry.”

Steer-A-Year accepts financial support or donations of steers, feed and other 

supplies. Donated steers are housed at the Bozeman Agriculture Research and 
Teaching Farm. At the end of the academic year, the cattle are sold to MSU Culi-
nary Services, which serves the meat in both of MSU’s award-winning dining halls, 
Miller and Rendezvous, helping to fulfill the university’s commitment to using as 
many local ingredients as possible. During the 2023-24 academic year, Culinary 
Services purchased all 25 steers from the program.

Proceeds from sales support travel and other costs for student teams and 
clubs in the College of Agriculture. Steer-A-Year students also meet with com-
modity groups and industry professionals, allowing for additional networking and 
learning opportunities.

“The Steer-A-Year program is always a highlight for our student participants, 
and it allows us to benefit our agricultural community in a unique way,” said Carl 
Yeoman, Department of Animal and Range Sciences head. “From hands-on training 
in feeding and managing steers to providing Montana beef for our campus and 
generating valuable information for our generous community donors, this is a truly 
constructive program from start to finish.”

Annual awards are given to 
the producer who donated the 
best initial feeder steer, the steer 
with the top rate of gain, the steer 
with the best feed efficiency and 
the steer that produces the best 
carcass.

“This program has been 
so successful over the past 
decade because of the many 
relationships that foster it,” said 
DelCurto-Wyffels. “Our students 
gain literacy in crucial elements 
of animal science while they en-
gage with producers and indus-
try members all over Montana. 
We hope the learning process 
is going both ways, and we’re 
so grateful for the continued 
generosity that makes this all 
possible.”

DelCurto-Wyffels said that 
calves should be weaned, cas-
trated and dehorned before do-
nation and should weigh approx-
imately 500 to 800 pounds. The 
ideal pickup period for calves is 
the first two weeks of November. 
Those interested in donating 
steers or feed, providing financial 
support or learning more about 
the Steer-A-Year program can 
contact DelCurto-Wyffels at 406-
994-3752 or hannah.delcurto@
montana.edu.
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NEW MISCELLANEOUS EQUIPMENT

TOUGH EQUIPMENT FOR TOUGH JOBS
CONSIGNED EQUIPMENT:New Tractors

Case IH Puma 240 &185
Case IH Maxxum 135 & 150
Case IH Puma 165

New Combine
Case IH 8250 AFS

New Tillage
Case IH 475 Speed Tiller, 27ft
Case IH 475 Speed Tiller, 21ft

New Haying Equipment
Case IH RB565 Premium
Case IH WD1505 & WD2105

New Compact Track Loader
Case IH TR310B

• 1996 Case IH 7110, 6300hrs, Loader

• H&S 14-Wheel Rake, Like New 
John Deere 346 Square Baler

• 1974 John Deere 2030 Backhoe/Loader

• 2007 Case IH SRX100, 90ft Booms, 
Shedded

• 2012 Case IH RB564, 20,000 Bales, 
Shedded

• Case IH 1200 Planter 12R30

• Danuser Pallet Forks (48”, 4000lb), 
Hydraulic Post Hole Digger & Augers, 
Hammer post pounder, T8 & T7 Hornet 
Post Pounders, Intimidator Tree & 
Post Puller, & Mega Mixer

• Parma 30ft Mulcher

• Jenkins Hydraulic Forks
• 3pt-Skidsteer Trailer Spotters
• Unverferth 1020 Seed Tender
• Grasshopper 526V, 52, & 725D
• Grabtec Skidsteer Grapples
• AGI VRX Grain Vac

• Twin Star G3-7 Rake
• Westfield & 8-36 Augers
• Schulte FX1800 Batwing Mowers
• Morris Hayhiker 1400
• Great Plains 1006 NT Drill

New Skidsteer Attachments
Case IH 84” Angle Broom
Case IH Snow Pushers & Buckets 

Used Combine
2014 Case IH 9230 2000 Sep Hrs ........................$125,000

Used Misc
Free Form Plastics Canola Roller Attachment off of 

MacDon M150 .......................................................$2,500

Used Tractor
2012 Case IH PUma 185 CVT with Loader, 

3072hrs ...........................................................$138,000

Used Skid Steers
2015 Case IH TR270 ..............................................$42,900

THE EQUIPMENT YOU NEED TO RUN YOUR FARM!

CASE IH PUMA 185 RB565 ROUND BALER CASE IH PUMA 240 CASE IH SPEED TILLER

NOW HIRING ADDITIONAL SERVICE TECHNICIANS


